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Wei'e ever held to

Jo f qgmtessemtial Chics: '}

neighbor , voters would
k dmoseamore
worthy cmdlda than Belmont
- Cragin.
Famﬂyoﬁented and mlddle-
class, this Northwest Side com-
Vmumtzsboasts a work ethic as
unshakeable as the brick bunga-
lows lining its residential
- streets, and a character as well
- grounded and unpretentious as
the rail yards abutting its south-
~ern border.
/' Belmont Cragin has always
been a place where nouvelle cui-
. sine ‘'would stand no chance
- against a meat-and-potatoes eat-
“ery, and where people would
. rather place their faith in tried-
- and-true values than hot trends

Polish and sec-
_ ond-generation Hispanics have
replaced the Greeks, Italians
. | and Germans of earlier decades.

Poland native Gene Luszcz has ;

- greeted residents at Gene’s Sau-
- sage Shop for 36 years, the last 22
. of them at its present location,

5330 W. Belmont Ave. While serv- |

- ing imported sausage, pierogis
~and candies, Luszcz has had
. plenty of opportunity to size up
 the clientele.
o “Its still a solid neighbor-
- hood,” he said. “They’re good,
} hard-working people. They go to
. work, they keep up their proper-
. ty; they take care of the neighbor-
' hood. They re regular people.”
. Bordered on the north by Bel- |
 mont, the east by Cicero Avenue,
" the south by Grand Avenue and
 the west by the railroad tracks
. west of Narragansett Avenue,
- Belmont Cragin is perhaps best
§ 1 for the Belmont-Central

eter.

] ecades a v1brant com-

area, Belmont Central

ce a place where small
: ,hke Gene’s Sausage

ize , the strip, and to some extent
“has succeeded. A Central Ave-
num_" king structure built in
the 198 ;asthemtys only free
g garage helped. And an |

- - ambitious streetscape improve- | S

ment program was completed in"
~late 1999.

~ Along with new trees and

planters, trash receptacles and

. benches came the addition of 80

. diagonal parking spaces on the

_ first haif blocks of side streets off
« Belmont and Central.

“People can pull right in at

sidewalk level, and not farther

than a block away from a place |

they might want to go to,” said -

Bob Suty, executive director of
_ the Belmont-Central Chamber of

Commerce, which has approxi-
' mately 100 members. ‘

That convenience, along with :
. revived public interest in shop- {

ping older urban commercial
areas, has partially reawakened
 the retail strip. Said Suty: “For
10, 20 years, there was a rise in
- shopping centers and shopping
malls. ButIthmkthmgsarenn—
. proving in most [urban] shop-
ping strips, because residents
are finding the importance of
: supportmg their local shopping
- areas.’

Still, the district could use
~more retailers, said = Mitch
_ Dayan, president of the chamber

and owner of the 45-year-old
Dayan’s Department Store at
- 5548 W. Belmont. “If three retail
stores go out, one comes back as
retail and the other two come
back as somethmg else,” he said.
. “You have some services — a
~physician, an insurance office,
.an eatery or a club.”

What the area lacks in the di-

- versity of home styles, it makes

" up in solid construction and val-
‘ue. Chicago-style straight-front
~and octagonal bungalows from
the 1920s dominate the residen-
- tial streets, while a number of
. Queen Annes are found in the

- neighborhood west of Central |

- and Fullerton Avenues, said Lar-

'-"ry Lynch, broker/manager of |

: Century 21 Beaulieu Real Estate.

Belmont Cragin

- Belmont Cragin
- Population 2000: 78,101, up 37.6%
. from 1990
Demographics:
~ White — 28%
 Black — 2.6%
" Hispanic — 65.1%
- Asian — 2.5%
' Median household income:
© $43,159 (Chicago area: $51,680)
Avgage commute: 37 mjnutes

' That’s still theﬁasetodayeven 1& :

~_COMMUNITY PROFILE

The area is also notable for an
~abundance of small apartment
buildings, with two-flats mid-
block and four-, six- and eight-
flats on corners. :

The bungalows are prioed
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many haven’t wanted to ]:eaw
' the community they’ve come to
love. In response, a number of

‘housing options have openeﬂ“ up
for seniors in Belmont Cr.
among them the BeTmont

Derek Luszcz waits on a customer at Gene's Sausage Shop m Chicago’s Belmont Cragin neighbor~
hood His father, Gene, owns the deli that has been at this location?

Apartments for people 55 and
older, at 4645 W. Belmont. .
On the o

r end of the age
- spectrum, ‘good quality schools,
, notably Steinmetz High School,

ce St Patrick High School for Boys

‘and Notre Dame High School for
Girls,  continue to  convince
young parents to plant their
roots in this city community
rather than the suburbs. -
“It’s'afamﬂ‘v’-'?if‘lé‘iﬁe&resmén-
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or 22 years.

tial neighborhood,” Suty said
“People who live here don’t feel
they have to move out when they
start having kids. Or they very

often move here with the idea of : ' ,

h"’“’mgfam’ah‘?s";
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